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	Purpose
	The standard elaborations (SEs) provide additional clarity when using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard to make judgments on a five‑point scale. These can be used as a tool for:
making consistent and comparable judgments about the evidence of learning in a folio of student work
developing task-specific standards for individual assessment tasks.

	Structure
	The SEs are developed using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard. The History achievement standard describes the learning expected of students at each year level. Teachers use the achievement standard during and at the end of a period of teaching to make on‑balance judgments about the quality of learning students demonstrate. 
The History SEs have been developed using the strands Historical knowledge and understanding and Historical skills. The sub-strands have been included within the Historical skills strand as reflected in the Australian Curriculum achievement standard.
In Queensland the achievement standard represents the C standard — a sound level of knowledge and understanding of the content, and application of skills. The SEs are presented in a matrix. The discernible differences or degrees of quality associated with the five-point scale are highlighted to identify the characteristics of student work on which teacher judgments are made. Terms are described in the Notes section following the matrix.

	
	


	Year 8 Australian Curriculum: History achievement standard

	By the end of Year 8, students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They explain the causes and effects of events and developments. They identify the motives and actions of people at the time. Students explain the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society. They describe different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods of time. When researching, students develop questions to frame a historical inquiry. They analyse, select and organise information from primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students identify and explain different points of view in sources. When interpreting sources, they identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and explanations, incorporating analysis. In developing these texts, and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.

	

	Source
	Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum Version 8 History 7–10, 
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/humanities-and-social-sciences/history



Year 8 History standard elaborations
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	
	The folio of a student’s work has the following characteristics:

	Historical knowledge and understanding
	recognition and comprehensive explanation of patterns of change and continuity over time
	recognition and detailed explanation of patterns of change and continuity over time
	recognition and explanation of patterns of change and continuity over time
	identification and description of patterns of change and continuity over time
	statements about changes and continuity over time

	
	comprehensive explanation of the causes and effects of events and developments
	detailed explanation of the causes and effects of events and developments
	explanation of the causes and effects of events and developments
	description of the causes and effects of events and developments
	statements about the causes and effects of events and developments

	
	identification and explanation of the motives and actions of people at the time
	identification and description of the motives and actions of people at the time
	identification of the motives and actions of people at the time
	identification of aspects of motives and actions of people at the time
	statements about the motives and actions of people at the time

	
	comprehensive explanation of the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society
	detailed explanation of the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society
	explanation of the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society
	description of the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society
	statements about individuals and groups and how they were influenced by beliefs and values

	
	comprehensive description of different interpretations of the past
	detailed description of different interpretations of the past
	description of different interpretations of the past
	identification of different interpretations of the past
	statements about interpretations of the past

	Historical skills
	accurate and detailed sequencing of events and developments within a chronological framework, with explanation of periods of time
	detailed sequencing of events and developments within a chronological framework, with description of periods of time
	sequencing of events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of time
	partial sequencing of events and developments within a chronological framework, with identification of periods of time
	fragmented sequencing of events and developments and statements about periods of time

	
	development of discerning questions to frame a historical inquiry when researching
	development of informed questions to frame a historical inquiry when researching
	development of questions to frame a historical inquiry when researching
	development of questions related to a historical inquiry when researching
	use of questions related to a historical inquiry when researching

	Historical skills
	comprehensive analysis, selection and organisation of information from primary and secondary sources
discerning use of the information as evidence to effectively answer inquiry questions
	detailed analysis, selection and organisation of information from primary and secondary sources
informed use of the information as evidence to effectively answer inquiry questions
	analysis, selection and organisation of information from primary and secondary sources 
use of the information as evidence to answer inquiry questions
	explanation, selection and organisation of information from primary and secondary sources
use of aspects of the information as evidence to answer aspects of inquiry questions
	use of information from primary and secondary sources
 use of aspects of the information to answer aspects of inquiry questions

	
	identification and comprehensive explanation of different points of view in sources
	identification and detailed explanation of different points of view in sources
	identification and explanation of different points of view in sources
	identification and description of different points of view in sources
	identification of points of view in sources

	
	discerning interpretation of sources to:
identify and explain their origin and purpose
distinguish between fact and opinion
	informed interpretation of sources to:
identify and describe their origin and purpose
distinguish between fact and opinion
	interpretation of sources to:
identify their origin and purpose 
distinguish between fact and opinion
	explanation of sources to:
identify aspects of their origin and purpose
distinguish between fact and opinion
	statements about sources to identify aspects of their origin and purpose

	
	development of texts, (particularly descriptions and explanations) incorporating historical argument that includes:
effective organisation and presentation of justified findings
discerning use of:
relevant historical terms and concepts 
evidence identified in sources
accurate acknowledgement of their sources using appropriate conventions
	development of texts, (particularly descriptions and explanations) incorporating historical argument that includes:
effective organisation and presentation of informed findings
informed use of:
relevant historical terms and concepts 
evidence identified in sources
acknowledgement of their sources using appropriate conventions
	development of texts, (particularly descriptions and explanations) incorporating analysis that includes:
organisation and presentation of their findings
use of:
historical terms and concepts
evidence identified in sources
acknowledgment of their sources of information
	development of texts, (particularly descriptions and explanations) incorporating historical argument that includes:
partial organisation and presentation of aspects of findings
partial use of:
historical terms and concepts
aspects of evidence identified in sources
partial acknowledgement of their sources
	development of texts, (particularly descriptions and explanations) that includes:
fragmented presentation of aspects of findings
fragmented use of:
historical terms
sources
lists of sources



	Key
	shading emphasises the qualities that discriminate between the A–E descriptors
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More information
If you would like more information, please visit the QCAA website www.qcaa.qld.edu.au and search for ‘standard elaborations — Australian Curriculum’. Alternatively, phone 61 7 3120 6102 or email the K -10 Curriculum and Services Branch at australiancurriculum@qcaa.qld.edu.au@qcaa.qld.edu.au.
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