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Purpose
The standard elaborations (SEs) provide additional clarity when using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard to make judgments on a five‑point scale. They can be used as a tool for:
making consistent and comparable judgments about the evidence of learning in a folio of student’s work
developing task-specific standards for individual assessment tasks.
Structure
The SEs are developed using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard. The achievement standard for English describes the learning expected of students at each year level. In English, the achievement standard is described in two modes — receptive and productive. The first paragraph in each describes what students are expected to understand, and the second paragraph describes what students are expected to be able to do having been taught the curriculum content. Teachers use the achievement standard during and at the end of a period of teaching to make on‑balance judgments about the quality of learning students demonstrate.
In Queensland the achievement standard represents the C standard — a sound level of knowledge and understanding of the content, and application of skills. The SEs are presented in a matrix. The discernible differences or degrees of quality associated with the five-point scale are highlighted to identify the characteristics of student work on which teacher judgments are made. Terms are described in the Notes section following the matrix.
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	Year 3 Australian Curriculum: English achievement standard

	Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 3, students understand how content can be organised using different text structures depending on the purpose of the text. They understand how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different effects.
They read texts that contain varied sentence structures, a range of punctuation conventions, and images that provide extra information. They use phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words. They identify literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text. They select information, ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts. They listen to others’ views and respond appropriately using interaction skills.
Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students understand how language features are used to link and sequence ideas. They understand how language can be used to express feelings and opinions on topics. Their texts include writing and images to express and develop, in some detail, experiences, events, information, ideas and characters.
Students create a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences. They contribute actively to class and group discussions, asking questions, providing useful feedback and making presentations. They demonstrate understanding of grammar and choose vocabulary and punctuation appropriate to the purpose and context of their writing. They use knowledge of letter-sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters and high-frequency words to spell words accurately. They re-read and edit their writing, checking their work for appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning. They write using joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size.

	Source: Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum Version 8 English for Foundation–10, www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Curriculum/F-10




Year 3 English standard elaborations
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	
	The folio of a student’s work has the following characteristics:

	Receptive mode
	Understanding
	considered demonstration of understanding of how content can be organised using different text structures depending on the purpose
	effective demonstration of understanding of how content can be organised using different text structures depending on the purpose
	understanding of how content can be organised using different text structures depending on the purpose
	partial understanding of how content can be organised using different text structures depending on the purpose
	fragmented understanding of how content can be organised using different text structures depending on the purpose

	
	
	considered demonstration of understanding of how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different effects
	effective demonstration of understanding of how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different effects
	understanding of how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different effects
	partial understanding of how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different effects
	fragmented understanding of how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different effects

	
	Skills
	purposeful reading of texts that contain:
· varied sentence structures
· a range of punctuation conventions
· images that provide additional information
	effective reading of texts that contain:
· varied sentence structures
· a range of punctuation conventions
· images that provide additional information
	reading of texts that contain:
· varied sentence structures
· a range of punctuation conventions
· images that provide additional information
	partial reading of texts that contain:
· varied sentence structures
· a range of punctuation conventions
· images that provide additional information
	fragmented reading of texts that contain:
· varied sentence structures
· a range of punctuation conventions
· images that provide additional information

	
	
	purposeful use of phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words
	effective use of phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words
	use of phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words
	partial use of phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words
	fragmented use of phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words

	
	
	detailed description of literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text
	description of literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text
	identification of literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text
	partial identification of literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text
	fragmented identification of literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text

	Receptive mode
	Skills
	considered selection of information, ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts
	effective selection of information, ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts
	selection of information, ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts
	partial selection of information, ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts
	fragmented selection of information, ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts

	
	
	purposeful use of interaction skills to listen to others’ views and respond appropriately
	effective use of interaction skills to listen to others’ views and respond appropriately
	use of interaction skills to listen to others’ views and respond appropriately
	partial use of interaction skills to listen to others’ views and respond appropriately
	fragmented use of interaction skills to listen to others’ views and respond appropriately

	Productive mode
	Understanding
	considered use of language features to link and sequence ideas
	effective use of language features to link and sequence ideas
	use of language features to link and sequence ideas
	partial use of language features to link and sequence ideas
	fragmented use of language features to link and sequence ideas

	
	
	considered use of language to express feelings and opinions on topics
	effective use of language to express feelings and opinions on topics 
	use of language to express feelings and opinions on topics
	partial use of language to express feelings and opinions on topics
	fragmented use of language to express feelings and opinions on topics

	
	
	considered expression and development in some detail of experiences, events, information, ideas and characters in texts including writing and images
	effective expression and development in some detail of experiences, events, information, ideas and characters in texts including writing and images
	expression and development in some detail of experiences, events, information, ideas and characters in texts including writing and images
	expression and partial development in some detail of experiences, events, information, ideas and characters in texts including writing and images
	expression and fragmented development in some detail of experiences, events, information, ideas and characters in texts including writing and images

	
	Skills
	purposeful creation of a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences 
	effective creation of a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences
	creation of a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences
	guided creation of a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences
	directed creation of a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences

	
	
	making of purposeful presentations
	making of effective presentations
	making of presentations
	making of partial presentations
	making of fragmented presentations

	Productive mode
	Skills
	active contributions to class and group discussions by:
· asking purposeful questions
· providing purposeful feedback
	active contributions to class and group discussions by:
· asking effective questions
· providing effective feedback
	active contributions to class and group discussions by:
· asking questions
· providing useful feedback
	active contributions to class and group discussions by:
· asking guided questions
· providing guided feedback
	active contributions to class and group discussions by:
· asking directed questions
· providing directed feedback

	
	
	purposeful demonstration of understanding of grammar and choice of vocabulary and punctuation appropriate for the purpose and context
	effective demonstration of understanding of grammar and choice of vocabulary and punctuation appropriate for the purpose and context
	demonstration of understanding of grammar and choice of vocabulary and punctuation appropriate for the purpose and context
	partial demonstration of understanding of grammar and guided choice of vocabulary and punctuation appropriate for the purpose and context
	fragmented demonstration of understanding of grammar and directed choice of vocabulary and punctuation appropriate for the purpose and context

	
	
	accurate spelling of words purposefully using knowledge of:
· letter–sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters
· high frequency words
	accurate spelling of words effectively using knowledge of:
· letter–sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters
· high frequency words
	accurate spelling of words using knowledge of:
· letter–sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters
· high frequency words
	with guidance, accurate spelling of words using knowledge of:
· letter–sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters
· high frequency words
	with direction, accurate spelling of words using knowledge of:
· letter–sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters
· high frequency words

	
	
	purposeful re-reading and editing checking for appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning
	effective re-reading and editing checking for appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning
	re-reading and editing checking for appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning
	guided re-reading and editing checking for appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning
	directed re-reading and editing checking for appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning

	
	
	purposeful use of joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size when writing
	effective use of joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size when writing
	use of joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size when writing
	partial use of joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size when writing
	fragmented use of joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size when writing



	Key
	shading emphasises the qualities that discriminate between A–E descriptors




More information
If you would like more information, please visit the QCAA website www.qcaa.qld.edu.au and search for ‘standard elaborations — Australian Curriculum’. Alternatively, phone 61 7 3120 6102 or email the K -10 Curriculum and Services Branch at australiancurriculum@qcaa.qld.edu.au@qcaa.qld.edu.au.
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