	[bookmark: _Toc234219367]
	Prep Year standard elaborations — Australian Curriculum: English




	Prep Year standard elaborations — Australian Curriculum: English
English	
	Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
December 2025 

	Page 3 of 7



[image: ]191308

Purpose
The standard elaborations (SEs) provide additional clarity when using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard to make judgments on a five‑point scale. They can be used as a tool for:
making consistent and comparable judgments about the evidence of learning in a folio of student work
developing task-specific standards for individual assessment tasks.
Structure
The SEs are developed using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard. The achievement standard for English describes the learning expected of students at each year level. In English, the achievement standard is described in two modes — receptive and productive. The first paragraph in each describes what students are expected to understand, and the second paragraph describes what students are expected to be able to do having been taught the curriculum content. Teachers use the achievement standard during and at the end of a period of teaching to make on‑balance judgments about the quality of learning students demonstrate. Performance is represented in terms of complexity and familiarity of the standard being assessed using the scale: 
AP — applying, MC — making connections, WW — working with, EX — exploring, BA — becoming aware.
In Queensland the achievement standard represents the working with (WW) standard — a sound level of knowledge and understanding of the content, and application of skills. The SEs are presented in a matrix. The discernible differences or degrees of quality associated with the five-point scale are highlighted to identify the characteristics of student work on which teacher judgments are made. Terms are described in the Notes section following the matrix.
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	Prep[footnoteRef:2] Year Australian Curriculum: English achievement standard [2:  Prep in Queensland is the Foundation Year of the Australian Curriculum and refers to the year before Year 1. Children beginning Prep in January must be five years of age by 30 June.] 


	Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of the Foundation year, students use predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts. They recall one or two events from texts with familiar topics. They understand that there are different types of texts and that these can have similar characteristics. They identify connections between texts and their personal experience.
They read short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on their developing knowledge of concepts of print, sounds and letters, and decoding and self-monitoring strategies. They recognise the letters of the English alphabet, in upper and lower case, and know and use the most common sounds represented by most letters. They read high-frequency words and blend sounds orally to read consonant-vowel-consonant words. They use appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment. They listen for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words.
Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students understand that their texts can reflect their own experiences. They identify and describe likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events.
In informal group and whole-class settings, students communicate clearly. They retell events and experiences with peers and known adults. They identify and use rhyme, and orally blend and segment sounds in words. When writing, students use familiar words and phrases and images to convey ideas. Their writing shows evidence of letter and sound knowledge, beginning writing behaviours and experimentation with capital letters and full stops. They correctly form known upper- and lower-case letters.

	Source: Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum Version 8 English for Foundation–10, 
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/english




Prep Year English standard elaborations
	
	Applying (AP)
	Making connections (AC)
	Working with (WW)
	Exploring (EX)
	Becoming aware (BA)

	
	The folio of a student’s work has the following characteristics:

	Receptive mode
	Understanding
	use of predicting and purposeful questioning strategies to make meaning from texts
	use of predicting and effective questioning strategies to make meaning from texts
	use of predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts
	guided use of predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts
	directed use of predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts

	
	
	clear and detailed recalling of one or two events from texts with familiar topics
	detailed recalling of one or two events from texts with familiar topics
	recalling of one or two events from texts with familiar topics
	guided recalling of one or two events from texts with familiar topics
	directed recalling of one or two events from texts with familiar topics

	
	
	considered demonstration of understanding of different types of texts and that these have similar characteristics
	effective demonstration of understanding of different types of texts and that these have similar characteristics
	understanding of different types of texts and that these have similar characteristics
	guided understanding of different types of texts and that these have similar characteristics
	directed understanding of different types of texts and that these have similar characteristics

	
	
	identification and detailed description of connections between texts and their personal experience
	identification and description of connections between texts and their personal experience
	identification of connections between texts and their personal experience
	guided identification of connections between texts and their personal experience
	directed identification of connections between texts and their personal experience

	
	Skills
	purposeful reading of short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on developing knowledge of: 
concepts of print 
sounds and letters
decoding and self‑monitoring strategies
	effective reading of short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on developing knowledge of: 
concepts of print 
sounds and letters
decoding and self‑monitoring strategies
	reading of short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on developing knowledge of:
concepts of print 
sounds and letters 
decoding and self‑monitoring strategies 
	guided reading of short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on developing knowledge of: 
concepts of print 
sounds and letters
decoding and self‑monitoring strategies
	directed reading of short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on knowledge of: 
concepts of print 
sounds and letters
decoding and self‑monitoring strategies

	Receptive mode
	Skills
	recognition of upper case and lower case letters of the English alphabet
knowledge and clear use of the most common sounds represented by most letters
	recognition of upper case and lower case letters of the English alphabet
knowledge and informed use of the most common sounds represented by most letters
	recognition of upper case and lower case letters of the English alphabet
knowledge and use of the most common sounds represented by most letters
	partial recognition of upper case and lower case letters of the English alphabet
knowledge and guided use of the most common sounds represented by most letters
	fragmented recognition of upper case and lower case letters of the English alphabet
knowledge and directed use of the most common sounds represented by most letters

	
	
	purposeful reading of:
high frequency and unfamiliar words 
consonant-vowel-consonant words by blending sounds orally
	effective reading of:
high frequency and familiar words 
consonant-vowel-consonant words by blending sounds orally
	reading of:
high frequency words 
consonant-vowel-consonant words by blending sounds orally
	guided reading of:
high frequency words 
consonant-vowel-consonant words by blending sounds orally
	directed reading of:
high frequency words 
consonant-vowel-consonant words by blending sounds orally

	
	
	purposeful use of appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment
	effective use of appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment
	use of appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment
	guided use of appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment
	directed use of appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment

	
	
	purposeful listening for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words
	effective listening for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words
	listening for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words
	guided listening for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words
	directed listening for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words

	Productive mode
	Understanding
	considered demonstration of understanding that their texts can reflect their own experiences
	effective demonstration of understanding that their texts can reflect their own experiences
	understanding that their texts can reflect their own experiences 
	developing understanding that their texts can reflect their own experiences 
	emerging understanding that their texts can reflect their own experiences 

	
	
	identification and clear and detailed description of likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events
	identification and detailed description of likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events
	identification and description of likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events
	guided identification and description of likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events
	directed identification and description of likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters and events

	Productive mode
	Skills
	clear and purposeful communication in informal group and whole‑class settings
	clear and effective communication in informal group and whole‑class settings
	clear communication in informal group and whole‑class settings
	guided communication in informal group and whole‑class settings
	directed communication in informal group and whole‑class settings

	
	
	purposeful retelling of events and experiences with peers and known adults
	effective retelling of events and experiences with peers and known adults
	retelling of events and experiences with peers and known adults
	guided retelling of events and experiences with peers and known adults
	directed retelling of events and experiences with peers and known adults

	
	
	identification and purposeful use of:
rhyme
orally blending and segmenting sounds in words
	identification and effective use of:
rhyme
orally blending and segmenting sounds in words
	identification and use of:
rhyme
orally blending and segmenting sounds in words
	guided identification and use of:
rhyme
orally blending and segmenting sounds in words
	directed identification and use of:
rhyme
orally blending and segmenting sounds in words

	
	
	purposeful use of familiar words, phrases and images to convey ideas in writing
	effective use of familiar words, phrases and images to convey ideas in writing
	use of familiar words, phrases and images to convey ideas in writing
	guided use of familiar words, phrases and images to convey ideas in writing
	directed use of familiar words, phrases and images to convey ideas in writing

	
	
	purposeful use of: 
letter and sound knowledge
beginning writing behaviours 
experimentation with capital letters and full stops
	effective use of: 
letter and sound knowledge
beginning writing behaviours 
experimentation with capital letters and full stops
	use of: 
letter and sound knowledge
beginning writing behaviours 
experimentation with capital letters and full stops
	guided use of: 
letter and sound knowledge
beginning writing behaviours 
experimentation with capital letters and full stops
	directed use of: 
letter and sound knowledge
beginning writing behaviours 
experimentation with capital letters and full stops

	
	
	purposeful use of correct forms of known upper- and lower‑case letters
	effective use of correct forms of known upper- and lower‑case letters
	use of correct forms of known upper- and lower‑case letters
	guided use of correct forms of known upper- and lower‑case letters
	directed use of correct forms of known upper- and lower‑case letters



	Key
	shading emphasises the qualities that discriminate between the AP–BA descriptors

	AP
MC

WW
EX
BA
	applies the curriculum content; demonstrates a thorough understanding of the required knowledge; demonstrates a high level of skill that can be transferred to new situations
makes connections using the curriculum content; demonstrates a clear understanding of the required knowledge; applies a high level of skill in situations familiar to them, and is beginning to transfer skills to new situations
works with the curriculum content; demonstrates understanding of the required knowledge; applies skills in situations familiar to them
exploring the curriculum content; demonstrates understanding of aspects of the required knowledge; uses a varying level of skills in situations familiar to them
becoming aware of the curriculum content; demonstrates a basic understanding of aspects of required knowledge; beginning to use skills in situations familiar to them




More information
If you would like more information, please visit the QCAA website www.qcaa.qld.edu.au and search for ‘standard elaborations — Australian Curriculum’. Alternatively, phone 61 7 3120 6102 or email the K -10 Curriculum and Services Branch at australiancurriculum@qcaa.qld.edu.au@qcaa.qld.edu.au.
[image: Creative Commons (CC) icons] © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2025
Licence: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 | Copyright notice: www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright — 
lists the full terms and conditions, which specify certain exceptions to the licence. | 
Attribution: © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2025 www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright.
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