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The table below provides a sequence of achievement for each subject within the Year 7 Humanities and Social Sciences learning area, organised by Knowledge and understanding, and Skills. A similar resource is available for 

Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences.  

Table 

heading 
Civics and Citizenship Economics and Business Geography History  
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 By the end of Year 7, students describe the key features 

of Australia's system of government, and the principles 

and features of the Australian legal system. They explain 

the characteristics of Australian democracy. Students 

describe the nature of Australian society, its cultural and 

religious diversity, and identify the values that support 

cohesion in Australian society. 

By the end of Year 7, students describe how decisions 

are made to allocate limited resources to individuals and 

communities in an economy. They describe the reasons 

businesses exist and types of businesses, and identify 

how entrepreneurial characteristics contribute to the 

success of a business. They describe the reasons 

individuals choose to work, how they may derive an 

income and the types of work that exist. Students 

identify the rights and responsibilities of individuals and 

businesses in terms of products and services. 

By the end of Year 7, students describe how the 

characteristics of places are perceived and valued 

differently by people. They describe the importance of 

environments to people. They describe the features of a 

distribution. They explain the interconnections between 

people and places and environments, and describe how 

these interconnections change places or environments. 

Students describe a response or strategy to address a 

geographical phenomenon or challenge. 

By the end of Year 7, students describe the historical 

significance of the ancient past and the histories of early 

First Nations Peoples of Australia. They identify the 

causes and effects of events, developments and 

achievements connected to groups and individuals in 

Australia and other societies from the ancient past. 

Students describe the social, religious, cultural, 

economic, environmental and/or political aspects related 

to changes and continuities in these societies. They 

identify the roles and achievements of significant 

individuals and groups, and the influences on the 

development of ancient societies. Students explain the 

importance of heritage sites connected to Australia and 

other societies from the ancient past. 
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Students develop questions and locate, select and 

organise information from sources to investigate political 

and legal systems, and contemporary civic issues. They 

analyse information and identify perspectives and 

challenges related to political, legal or civic issues. They 

identify and describe the methods or strategies related 

to civic participation or action. Students use civics and 

citizenship concepts, terms and sources to create 

descriptions, explanations and arguments. 

Students develop questions to investigate an economic 

and business issue. They locate, select and organise 

data and information from sources. They interpret 

information and data to identify economic and business 

issues, trends or effects. They develop a response and 

identify potential costs and benefits. Students use 

economic and business knowledge, concepts, terms and 

sources to create descriptions and explanations. 

Students develop questions about a geographical 

phenomenon or challenge. They collect, organise and 

represent relevant data and information, using primary 

research methods and secondary research materials. 

They identify similarities and differences, and describe 

patterns in data and information. They draw conclusions 

about the impact of the geographical phenomenon or 

challenge on people, places and environments. They 

develop a strategy for action. Students use geographical 

knowledge, concepts, terms and relevant findings from 

sources to create descriptions, explanations and 

responses. 

Students develop questions about the past. They locate 

and identify primary and secondary sources as evidence 

in historical inquiry. They describe the origin, content, 

context and purpose of primary and secondary sources. 

Students identify the accuracy and usefulness of 

sources as evidence. They sequence events and 

developments to describe causes and effects, and 

continuities and changes across societies and periods of 

time. They describe the perspectives, attitudes and 

values of the past in sources. They identify and describe 

historical interpretations about significant events and 

people. Students use historical knowledge, concepts, 

terms and evidence from sources to create descriptions, 

explanations and historical arguments. 

More information 

If you would like more information, please visit the QCAA website www.qcaa.qld.edu.au. Alternatively, email the K–10 Curriculum and Assessment branch at australiancurriculum@qcaa.qld.edu.au.  
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