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Before 
describing:
gather evidence 
in preparation for 
giving an account

Identify
the facts, events, 
patterns or 
processes

Put in

order
the facts, events, 
patterns or 
processes

Give an

account of:
• characteristics 
• features 
• steps 
• sequence of the 

situation, event, 
pattern or 
process

After
describing:
check the 
description can 
be understood 
by the audience

• The key features/characteristics of …  include …

• The distinct features of … are …

• The pattern identified is … 

• The … has certain characteristics, including …

Sentence starters

The process of describing

give an account of characteristics or featuresDescribeDescribe


