
 

 
 

Transcript of video (part 5 of 5) 
This video is available from http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/15544.html 

How do you help parents understand the QKLG? 

Director-teacher: 
 

One of the tools that we’re using that’s been really successful is a 
sharing board. So, for instance, at the beginning of the year we put up 
a blank piece of paper on the noticeboard and called it “Belonging”. 
And we had a list of questions about belonging to see whether that 
would fit in the curriculum, because that’s not something as a staff 
that we had actually thought through about. 
 
So, for instance, what does it mean to belong? How does belonging 
feel? What does it look like? And we left sticky notes next to this and 
asked parents if they felt comfortable to write their thoughts, the first 
thing that came into their head. At the same time, as a staff we did 
this and added the sticky notes, and with the children we did it as 
well. And we’ve just collected that collection. Now that’s still up on our 
boards at the moment, so this is weeks on, but showing that 
everybody’s thought processes in this are important and that learning 
takes time. And so we’re still building on about this. 
 
That’s been really useful to get terms that parents are using and then 
connect that, yes, belonging means, you know, feeling part of the 
group. So when the children are playing as part of a group, when 
we’re having conversations with parents, do you see what this 
means? This is what’s important. 
 
With parents, we’ve been trying across a range of things. We’ve got 
the noticeboards, for instance, for shared information. We’ve been 
trying to get parents to put into words what they’re seeing. So, when 
you see children do this, what do you think is happening? What do 
you understand? 
 
At the moment, we’re doing parent interviews. And so, again, trying to 
connect their understandings with what we’re seeing and relate it 
across, so the kindy guideline talks about identity, this is what this 
means in practice. 
 
Communication with parents is one of our fundamental things. 
Without communication we’re not going to get anywhere, same as 
with communicating across staff teams and children. So, 
acknowledging that they’re not always going to find a match can be 
really challenging as a teacher. Sometimes you feel as though you 
want to be able to make a match and the match just simply doesn’t 
happen. But being able to share that information and set up a space 
where parents can share information with you, and working on the 
things that you do have in common, and working with the child as a 
focus, is a really great tool for that. 
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So, I think when parents see that our focus is their child and their 
focus is their child … How can we best do this? Especially with the 
curriculum. So, again, helping them understand what this means, why 
this is so important. 
 

 


