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Sample historical narrative
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	I was transported from London to the new colony on 13 May in the year 1787 because the prisons were crowded and the government needed to send us somewhere. My crime was stealing bread. When I went to court the judge said that if I had stolen more I could have been sent to gallows. I was sad to leave my family behind.
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I had to leave home to help pay for the family’s rent. I went to London to look for work like many others. It was there that I was caught stealing and locked in a rotting old ship called a hulk because the jails were overcrowded. 

My hardship prepared me for the long journey on the first of the 11 ships of the Fleet, a ship called Sirius. I set sail, one of 700 convicts, for the distant colony that King George had claimed for England. We landed eight months later at Botany Bay. Many perished.

In the new colony we had to build our own shelter and share it with all the other male prisoners. There, we had no freedom. It wasn’t as crowded as the prison hulk in England where I had nothing to do. I was forced to work clearing land for the officers’ new homes. It was hard work and so hot! Instead of freezing to death on the streets of London I often fainted in the midday sun.

There were people already living at the new colony but they were very different to us. They looked different and they did not speak our language. Some were friendly but others did not want us there at all.

If I wanted something to eat or drink in London I could go to the market and my family home had a stove. I missed fresh mutton as we only had salted beef rations from the ship. There I had to cook on an open fire and we could only have the dried food from the ship’s store. Anything else we needed had to be grown first. It was much harder to find food than on the streets of London where the rich would often throw away good food. Here everyone was the same and mostly poor. 

My job here in this new land was to build homes for the officers. Once cutting down trees, I would drag the branches to the pits where I was trained to be a carpenter. I was one of only 12 convicts with these skills. On King George’s birthday, in June 1789, nearly eighteen months after the Fleet arrived, I was chosen to help build the house of Governor Arthur Phillip. A pardon was promised for good work. I dreamed of freedom in this wild new land.
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Comparison of life before and after the First Fleet





Contribution to the settlement of Australia
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