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Technology objects from the past
Here are some suggestions for sets of objects that show technologies changing over time:
· Playing music
gramophone record > LP record > cassette > CD > mp3 player

· Washing clothes
wash board > wringer > electric washer > top loader /front loader

· Riding bicycles
velocipede > tricycle > penny-farthing > chain bicycle

· Drilling holes
brace and bit > hand drill > electric drill > cordless drill

· Cooking
wood stove > gas/electric stove > microwave

· Lighting
candle > kerosene lamp > light bulb > fluorescent tube > LED

· Cooling
hand fan > electric fan > air conditioner

· Mowing
scythe > push mower > motor mower

When children and teachers collaborate in their research and discussions they may also consider how the objects give evidence of other changes, for example:
· Materials
wood, leather, natural fibres, cane > plastics, synthetics, metals, composites

· Design
hand-held, heavy, portable, battery-operated, spring-based
· Manufacturing
hand-made, made to order > factory mass produced
· Source
locally made, perhaps by someone you knew > international manufacturing and distribution
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